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The thesis consists of five parts: Introduction;
Archaeological Evidence; Representations in Art; Liter-

ary and DLinguistic Evidence; Conclusions.

The archaeological evidence firstly considers costume
in the pagan period through &n examination of finds from
Anglo-Saxon cemeteries; fhe dress is reconstructed from
the positions in which fasteners and ornaments have been
found in relation to skeletal remains. The evidence 1is
arranged according to county of origin, thirty counties
being considered alphabetically, and is followed by a
discussion. Secondly, the smaller corpus of fastcners and

clothing adjuncts from the Christian Saxcn period is con-

‘gidered. Thirdly, the materials from which the dress was

made sre discussed with reference to a list of leather and
textile frasments surviving from Anglo-Saxon clothing.
Foints considered include technicues of manufaciure, origins

of unusual fabrics and the functions of different materials.

.



The discussion of art examines representations of

figures in what may have been contemporary costume.,
Information is derived from illuminated manuscripts, the

Bayeux Tapestry, stone sculptures, ivories and metalwori.

Evidence of costume from 01d English, Latin, Welsh
and 01ld ifcelandic texts is followed by cgnsideration of
01d English garment names and other 0ld English words
related to clothing. The terms are arranged according to
the prbbable function of the articles they represented:
naterials, outer garments, body garmenis, loin and leg
coverings, footweér, hecadgear, accessories, general terms

and clasps. A discussion follows.

The conclusioas include descriptions of the probable
appearance of men and women during the successive centuriles
of the Anglo-Saxon era; with suggestions as to the cultural

influences which may have contributea to the changes in

dress which took place during this time.,
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PART ONEs INTRODUCTION

A. HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND

This woxk is concerned with costume in the Anglo-Saxon periﬂod.
Study of costume provides a unique and persoﬁal link with bygone ages.
Thus, in the popular imagination, Elizabethans are associated with rufis
and Victorians with crinolines. Such impressions are Justifiably
derived from pictures, from docuﬁentary evidence and from the garments
themselves, faded but whole, in museum galleries. Reconstruotion of
the clothing of the English in the so-called Dark Ages is, for reaéona
indicated below, less straightforward. There is no direct testimony
such as the complete gaxrments which, having been preserved in peat bogs,
offer tangible proof of ea:cljr costume in Scandinavia. Evidence of
Anglo-Saxon costume is indirect and must be drawn from a variety of
sources. No single branch of scholarship supplies information about
the whoie period, because of the very nature of the early history and
culture of the Anglo=Saxon people.

In the six centuries between the arrival of Germanic settlers in

England and the Norman Conquest (c. A.D. 449-1066) the life-style and
culture of the Anglo-Saxon people were transformed. The most important
single feature in ';his development was the conversion to Christianity,
which began with Augustinets mission in 597 and continued throughout
the following century. The watershed of the conversion divides the
Anglo=Saxon period and to some extent compartmentalises study of it.
Since the invaders were illiterate pagans, evidence of costume
in the first century-and-a-half after the settlement lis dependent on

a_rchaeological excavation of their cemeteries. The pagan dead were
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apparently buried in their clothing, and although only small fragments

of textile survive, the metal fasteners and oxnaments é.ssociated with
the clothing may be found in situ. Some reconstruction of the appeare
ance is therefore possible. Bede,l the prime documentary source for
the period, claimed that the invaders consisted of Jutes (who settled

Kent, the Isle of Wight and the coast opposite the island), people from

01d Saxony (who settled the areas which became the East, South and West
Saxon kingdoms) and others from Angeln (who settled Mid Ahglia, Mexrcia,
Northumbria and other Anglian areas). Modern historians give qualified

acceptance to this differentiation. It is now clear that the invaders
were of mixed stock, Frisian and (probably) Frankish element92 ningling

with those mentioned by Bede,but that there existed regional variations
among the settlers which became more marked in the century following
the invasion. Thus, there is justification for subdivision and

the application of the cultural labels "Angle" and "Saxon" in the pagan
period. There are clear distinctions in the culture of Kent, shared

with the Isle of Wight and othexr regions, though these developed after
the settlement and are less Jjustifiably called “Jutish".

Archaeological evidence therefore offers a potential source of
information about the costume of the Anglo=Saxons for the century-ande

a~half after the invasion, for development of \fashion within that
| pexriod and for regional variation between the known subcultures.

The nature of early Anglo-Saxon culture precludes the survival
of evidence about clothing from othexr native sources, although
tontinental literature and art offer useful supplementary material,

Being illiterat63 the pagans have left no contemporary descriptions of
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their clothing. Some traditional aspects of life in the pagan period
may have been preserved by orally-transmitted poetry to be written down
in the Christian exra; but in the poetry which survives, references to
costume are confined to the armour which is associated with the heroic

tradition,
Nor have the settlers and their immediate successors left any

impression of their clothing through art. Zoomorphic and geometric
patterns dominate the decoration of their metalwork. Naturalism and

the human figure occur rarely in surviving pagan art.

Archaeological evidence of costume declines in coxxespondence
to the decline of paganism in the late sixth and the seventh centuries.
The Church discouraged the deposition of grave-goods, and churchyard
‘burial eventually replaced the use c;f the pagan cemeteries., Axrchago=-
logical finds from the Christian period are fewer and offer less evie
dence of clothing. However, innovations in art and the advent of non-i
runic literacy were consequences of the conversion. These new nedia
supply evidence of costume in the Christian period.

The human figure came to be portrayed with increasing frequency
in Christian Anglo-Saxon art, though often in a stylized manner. The

\
figures, usually representing biblical characters, which appear on the
earliest sculptures and manuscript illuminations, wear the costume of

an impoxrted Eastern Mediterranean tradition and are wninformative

about Inglish secula.f c;loithing. Similarly, costumes depicted in the
later Winchestexr Style carvings, sculptures and drawings may owe more
to inherited iconography than to contemporary life. However, there

are also representations of costume which may reflect contemporary
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i‘a.shion; The earliest examples are to be found on the eighth-century
Franks Casket, and some Northern sculptures. Similar costumes are
represented in many axrt works of the tenth and eleventh centuries, a
culturally productive periéd. The most important sources from this
time are manuscript illuminations and the Bayeux Tapestry, which not

only depict secular persons in the course of daily activities, but also

include representations of historical figures.q'

The earliest surviving writings of the Christian English are

scholarly works and correspondence in Latin. Some references to

clothing in such texts provide evidence of costume in: the two centuries
after the conversion. 01ld English texts, which mostly survive in tenthe

and eleventh-century manuscripts, contain no direct descriptions of

clothing, nor do later Latin texts from England; but it is possible
to derive, from 0ld English laws, wills and literary texts and fronm

Latin=01d English vocabularies, a coxrpus of lexical items which appear
to be 0ld English garment names and the names of other items associated

with clothing.

’

The Viking settlement of north and east England brought about
a major cultural division between this area and the rest of IEngland,
united under the kings of Wessex, in the last two centuries before
the Norman Conquest. Meanwhile, any regional and idiosyncratic vari=-
ations in costume, as in other matters, between the Anglo-Saxon areas

became obscured by the imposition of literary and artistic standards.,

Evidence of costume at different times during the Anglo-Saxon
period must, it has been shown, be drawn from a variety of sources vhich

may offer very different types of information. In the following study,



De
evidence of costume in the pagan period derives chiefly from archaeo-
logical finds; din the early Christlian period mainly from Anglo=Saxon
carving in bone and sculpture in stone and from La.tiﬁ writings; and
in the last two centuries of the Anglo-Saxon era from art: illumination,
needlework, sculpture and metalwork. A vocabulary of clothing terms
is compiled fxrom material mainly written down during this latter period,
though some of the words may have been established in the wvocabulaxy

much earlier, in some cases since before the conversion. .

Be SURVEY OF EARLIER WORK
Despite the numerous costume histories published in the last '

and present centuries, Anglo=-Saxon clothing still lacks a full treate

ment differentiating it from costume of later periods and from medi-
eval dress elsewhere in Europe.

All costume historians illustrating this period rely heavily
on the clothing of ﬁg;:re's‘ in manuscripts and/or the Bayeux Tapestry. |
Two major limitations should be taken into consideration in examining
this evidence, Firstly, not all illustrations represent contemporary
insular clothing. Secondly, this evidence is only valid for the last ,
part of the Anglo-Saxon period, since the manuscripts under considexr-
ation were mostly :I.llupﬁnated in the last century-and-é.-half, and the
Tapestxry wa.s‘ executed 'sho:r:tly aftexr the Nom;h Conquest. TFew costume
historians have clarified these limitations and attempts to fill the
gap of evidence for the earlier period have been inadequate.

The earliest study of the subject was made in the eighteenth
centuxry by Strutt, who accompanied his engravings of figures from
illuminated manuscripts with a description of the Anglo-Saxons!

"Dress and Habits" deduced from these.5 Struttt!s dating of ménuscrip'bs



is no longexr acceptable, and he falled to recognise the artists® dedt

to established iconography. Many of his points are still nevertheless
valid, but only for the tenth and eleventh centuries, not for the eighth

and ninth as he believeds Strutt supported his evidence with a single
archaeological f£ind (the flourishing of Anglo-Saxon archasology was to
;:ome later) and post-conquest literary evidence, both concexrning
Joewellexy not gmen'lzs;6 and with literary desocriptions of Frankish
olothing.7 )
Planch§® end Clinch,” writing in the nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries, respectively, attempted to deal with the early pexriod by
citing literary evidence, Clinch utilized Sidonius Appolinarists
description of the E‘ranl;é in the fifth century, and Planché described
sixth-century costume by means of evidence from Aneurin and seventh-
contury by citing a Latin lettexr. Both authors then concentrated on

the late manusoript evidence,

Fairholt,loa nineteenth-century scholar, gave some considexration
to the pagan period, describing the types of brooch in use and touching
on their distribution and fimotion. He also mentioned Douglasts
excavations, Fairholt used manuscript evidence for the later period
indiscriminately, howevexrs He falled to recognise that some figures,

particularly biblical characters, may have been depicted in costumes
which had become traéitional through iconogra:phy, rather than in the
clothing of everyday life. Fairholt also illustrated woments costume

with, among other figures, a drawing derived from an {1lumination in
'BM MS Harley 2908, depicting the ascent of the Virgin. This example
was perhaps chosen for the elaborateness of the dress, but this wvery
feature (exemplified in the headdress, elaborate outer gown 1and shoxt,
full, outer sleeves) is unlike tho women's costume shown in most Anglo=-

Saxon manuscriptse The costume is, how;ver, almost exactly



parallelled in a German manuscript (Munich MS Cod. lat. 4453).11
Other features in the ornamental repertoire of the Harley artist confirm
the German assoclations, and the manuscript contains, amoné other things,
an Augsburg calendar., The illustration chosen therefore, is scarcely
appropriate evidence of Anglo-Saxon costume since it may be continental
or at least influenced by continental styles.lz
Anglo-Saxon England has largely been subordinated, or omitted,
in the accounts of Western European costume by authoritative twentieth-

century writers such as Boucherlz' and Laver.14 Degpite some concen-

tration on the period in his Costume (1963a), which included evidence

from chronicles and miniatures, Laver's description of women's costume
apparently couflated the archaeological evidence of the pagan pexiod
and the pictorial evidence of the late Christian.,

Less academic costume historians have sometimes depended on
secondary sources or speculative reconstruction in their accounts of
the Anglo-Saxon period., For example, Truman based his description of
vaxon clothing on an account in Scott's Ivanhoe,15 and Yarwood was
reduced to the absurdity of deacribing, unsupported by other evidence,
the garments invisible in manuscript ill\minations.16 The archaeological

evidence available for study of the pagan period has never been fully

recognised by costume historians and has been badly misrepresented in

one popular histoxry of the period.l7

English archaeologists, by contrast, have long been aware of

the evidence of costume before them., Douglas, a pioneer of Anglo-
Saxon archaeology, noted as early as 1793 that his findings ‘indicated

nthat the dead not only had a funereal garment to cover them entirely,



but that they were also entombed with their accustomary apparel when
alive ".18 Baldwin Brown, drawing upon the cumulative experience of

a further century of excavations of Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, asreed

that "the corpse was certainly ﬁ.ressed in the clothes worn in ZL:I.:I’.‘e"'«i]'9
Some of the many archaeologists who have excavated cemeteries have made
deductions about costume from their finds, but there has been no
satisfactory correlation of ’ché cvidence from different sites. Cumi=
lative evidence has led to the acceptance of certain points: that clasps
were worn at the wxist rather than in other positions; +that a certain

type of hook functioned as a "girdle hanger'; that some grave-goods

are characteristic of male, others of female interments. Studies of
grave=goods have not, however, concentrated primarily on the reconstruce
tion of costume and appearance; the decoration, typology and chrono-

logy of pottery and metalwork have been the chief concern of archaeo-

loglists studying the pagan Anglo=Saxon period.

Costume historian and philologist have attempted to establish

the names of ancient garments. The second volume of Fairholtt(and

Dillon! 8) Costume in England consisted of a glossary, useful for
general costume study but of little relevance for the Anglo~-Saxon
specialist, It failed to isolate the 0ld English period, or to

relate 0ld English terms to the Anglo-Saxon illustrations :reproduéed

in the first volume of the worke It did record the derivation of

latexr terms from 0ld Inglish,
Several costunme historianszoha.ve attexpted to assign names to

the garments they have described and illustirateds This exercise has

 produced some useful and valid correspondences (notably in Planché)

iy



but does involve over=gsimplification of the problems of 0ld English
terminology. The assumpfion that a single 014 English noun corresponds
to a garment illustrated in manuscripts ignores the many synonyms in
'l:_he language and fails to considexr the possibility of change within
the period -~ change in terminology as well as in fashions of clothing.
There have been some misinterpretations of linguistic evidence. Laver,
in paxrticular, failed to take account of context, and bot1:1 Truman and
laver misleadingly Juxtaposed 0ld English with non-0ld English terms.21
A scholarly study of 0ld English clothing terms was made in a
1904 dissertation by Stroebe.22 This remains valid apart from a few
points revealed by recent study of glosses. The terms were listed
alphabetically, without attempt to isolate secular from ecclesiastical.
The functions of the garments indicated by the terms were briefly dis-
cussed and the introduction included evidence of costume in Latin texts
(although this was not exhaustive) and from continental archaeology.
The considerable amount of archaeological work which had jbeen carxried

out in England was not mentioned.

Some indication of the lack of correlation of the available .evi=-
dence can be. gained from two successive editions of a recent standard

\ .
book on the Anglo-Saxons. In the first edition of his The Anglo-

M?Smlson sumnarised the sources of evidence available for recon-
structing costume. ILiterary evidence and axrchaeology, both English
and continental, were mentioned. Despite the authorts Judicious
selection of material and awareness of its limitations, his conclusions
about women'!s costume were immediately challenged. °4 In the revised
edition of The Anglo-Saxons®? Wilson incorporated the interpretation
which had been suggested, but remained tentative on the subject of
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womén's clothing: "It is difficult ... to say anything about female
fashion in the Anglo-Saxon period ... From the tenth century onwards
" we have a fairly good idea of the appearance of the clothes ... from
manuscript drawings ... But for earlier periods it is perhaps wiser
not to gspeculate."

Thus, despite the wide range of evidence avallable, and the
extensive study which the various disciplines have received, the popular
costume historian remains confused and the academic a:cc.ha:eologist non=

committal in discussing Anglo-Saxon clothing..

Co SCOPE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE PRESENT WDRK
The geographical scope of the present enquiry covers the area
which ¢, A.D. 800 constituted Anglo-Saxon England. In time, 1t spans
the years between the Anglo-Saxon Conquest (g. AeDe 449) and the Norman

(A.D. 2066). It confines itself as far as is practicable to secular,

non-military clothing, in the belief that although figures in ecclesi-
astical dress may have been commonplace in Christian Anglo-Saxon England,
their costume belongs to a different branch of costume history from the
present one, Ecclesiastical vestments derive from Roman, not Germanioc
tradition., Similarly, it is felt that helmets and coats of mail belong
properly witl; military or heroic studies. Indeed the limited evidence
from the Anglo=-Saxon period on the latter topic is already documented.26
The paucity or ambiguity of othexr evidence, however, has somee

times necessitated the inclusion of material in these fields. In
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the absence of other information the correspondence of Churchmen has
been included to illuminate the early Christian period. Some 0ld
English texts intended for monastic use yield lexical evidence of
clothing,and since it appears that persons in holy oxrders, when not
{:ea:r:ing mass vestments, may have been dressed in a similar way to

seculars, this evidence has been included. Military equipment is

easily excluded in discussion of illugtrations, but since the many
pagan men who were buried with their weapons may or may not have worn
distinctive military clothing, the distinction is inevitably blurred

in discussion of the earliexr period.

The study begins (Part Two) with consideration of a:r:cha.eologicé.l
evidence. There has been no attempt to discuss the typology of
artefects such as brooches and buckles. The chief consideration has
been to establish the function of such articles, Firstly an exami=
nation of Anglo-Saxon cemeteries offers the possibility of reconstructing
the costume from the positions in which articles were placed in relation
to the body at interment. The material is arranged according to the
comnty of origin, thirty counties being considered alphabetically.

This survey is followed by a discussion augmented by evidence of com=
parable coni;i‘.nental cogtume, The smaller c&rpua of fasteners and
clothing adjuncts deriving from the Christian Saxon period is then
considered, Thirdly, surviving textile and leather fragments axe
discusseds (They axre listed, again according to county, in Appendix
l.) The majority survive through attachment to metalwork., Most

derive from the pagan pexriod, but some later examples have also been

recoxrded.
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Christian period costume, mentioned in Paxrt Two, 18 attested
to a greater extent in Paxrt Three with an examination of representations

of clothing in art., Emphasis is placed on material executed in

Englande The major sources of information, manuscript illustrations

and the Bayeux Tapestry, are considered first, and in supplementary

gections evidence from stone sculpture, ivories and metalwork is

, discussed,

o

Literary and linguistic evidence is then exanmined (Part Four),

writings of Romans and Franks supplementing the scanty information

avallable from English literary texts. 014 English garment terms
are listed according to the probable function of the axrticles they

represent, and are discussed, in a survey corizpiled independentlf of
Stroebe, |

The order of the material in each Part has been dictated by the
evidence available. Thus, since .brooches offer the most important

archaeological evidence, these, and the garments fastened by them,
have been considered first in Part Two B, Evidence from art suggesis .
that the gown and hood were characteristic of women's costume, the

tunic of ments., These garments therefore, open each disgussion in
'Pa.rt Three,. The large volume of lexical evidence about outer gar-
ments precedes smaller sections in Paxt Four C, Where relevant the

order female costume, male costume, children!s costume has been observed.
The study essentially covers a wide range of areas, and such a
sproad demands limitations to the length and depth of treatment. The

Anglo=-Viking material deserves individual study. Deeper analysis of
intoxprotations of Latin words than appears to be available is obviously
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requireds It has been considered impractical to pursue these matters
more fully here. In contrast, the detailed examination of pagan
archaecological evidence is necessarily long. Generalisation can
only be made aftexr all relevant evidence has been examined, No other
methods of showing the archaeological evidence (such as lists or charts)
have been found capable of xevealing all the aspects required.

The study is concerned to examine in detail and without
prejudice the evidence of Anglo=-Saxon costume from variou; fields; and

to agsemble relevant material from different disciplines more fully
than has been done before. Correlation between material of different

dates is, predictably, limited, yet the material from one discipline
will be seen to supplement that from another, Our knowledge of
Anglo=-Saxon costume is increased, and at the same time it is possible

to test the assumptions and generalisatioms which have been made about

the subject in the past two hundred years.
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PART TWO: ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

A. INTRODUCTION AND ORGANIZATION

de Pagan burial pra.ctice

Reconstruction of early Anglo-Saxon costume is dependent on the
paganst practice of burying their dead with grave-goods. IExcavations
of inhumation cemeteries have revealed brooches, buckles, clasps, pins
and other personal articles positioned on skeletons as they were on the
corpses at buriale Analysis of excavation repoxrts suggests that the

placing of such grave-goods was not randome They have been found con=-
sistently in similar positions in relation to different skeletons at

various sites, It seems reasonable to suppose that the dead were

buried in their clothing, the brooches and other fasteners being
functional as well as ornamental.,

2e Problem of interpretation

Various objections to this assumption must be acknowledged,
Firstly, there must be considered the graves which lack these relics
of clothing, Most inhumation cemeteries contain some unfurnished
graves as well as burials, which though furnished, do not include

clothing fasteners among their grave-goods. There are also a few

unusual burials, such as execution and battle cemeteries and othexr

results of violent deaths, which are usually poorly furnished.

A fuxrther problem is that the age and quality of grave-goods

differss In some cases 0ld women seem to have been buried with a

lifetimets accumulation of jewellery, the style and decoration varying
according to date of manufacture; others have been equipped with

metalwork showing no sign of wear, which must have been new when buried.
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Thus Lethbridge excavated from Holywell Row, Sf, the skeleton of a
young girl who had been buried in a string of dbeads too large for her,
and a brooch which was old when it was buried: he concluded that the
grave furmiture had been picked from a family remnant chest. 1

| A rare description of Germanic, pagan fumneral rites and one
which has previously been cited in explanation of Anglo-Saxon practices,
is provided by a description in the tenth-centuxry writings of Ibn
Fadlan, an Arab traveller.2 Ibn Fadlan related the pra.c;ticesh of the

" Rus, a Scandinavian people, who, although removed geographically and
chronolocitally from the pagan Anglo-Saxons, evidently had some
practices in common with them.3 The coxpse of the Rus chief was ree-
clothed for the final cremation ceremony, although there is no suggestion
that the clothing was unlike that worm during life, except in its riche
ness., The servant gixrl sa.crificed with her master, on the othexr hand,
removed hexr jewellery before the ceremony.,

The lack of grave=goods In Anglo=Saxon battle, execution and
other unusual burials may be the result of such delibgrate stripping of
valuables, Other cc;rpses appear to have been laid out with some care,
and while some may have been buried in the clothes in which they died,
it is likely that some, like the Rus chief, had. been specially dressed
for the grave. The costume ;:;f these was pro}ba.bly not unlike that
worn in everyday life == there is no reason why an entirely different
costume should be adopted and no evidence, axrchaeological or literary,
to ;uggest that 1t was == but in many cases it may have been an

elaborate version of the usual dress, the costume worn for important
occasions. The unfurnished graves in the cemeteries of peaceful

settlements may be those of servants or othexr poorer membexrs of society,

who could not afford elaborate jewellery, whose clothes were stitched,
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not cla.sbed, together, or fa;stened by c¢lips of perishable material,
No doubt ‘practice varied from settlement to settlement, family to
family, and was partially dependent on the affection or greed of the
n.ext of k.'l.n.

All the archaeological evidence presented is subject to the
resexrvation that the objects buried in graves may not have been used
as they were during life, Pins and brooches, in particu{l.ar, may have
clasped shrouds; pexrsonal belongings may have been laild in graves, not

worn on the person. Yet, though such practices may explain the
positioning of a minority of grave-goods, it will be demonstrated that

the majority of objects were placed consistently. The evidence
Presented in Section B is based on the premise that from the fasteners
and ornaments of the clothing of the dead, it may be péssible t0 re-
construct the costume worn in life..

e Description of survey, Section B, below
Section B below consists of a surveyﬁ of the contents of pagan

graves, and is the result of a comprehensive examination of the pub-
lished records of Anglo-Saxon inhumation graves, plus some unpublished
material. (Over eleven hundred sites have been studied). The
naterial has been arranged alphabetically, by \coun’cy4 (Sections I to
JOD() and is followed by a discussion (Section XXXI). Sites have
been named according to the designations in Meaney's Gazetteer, The
texrn Y"primary evidence" has been used of grave-goods which appear to
have been worn on the body, and the positions of which are recorded

in relation to skeletal material, YSecondary evidence' has been

drawn from incompletely recorded inhumations and occasionally from
cremations and stray finds., Variations in burial practice and types

L
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of grave-goods make it possible to distinguish cemeteries of the con-
version period (seventh-century) from earlier sites (fifth-and sixthe
centuxy).s In the suxvey of each county the dates of sites have been
noted, but the material from sites of different dates has been

| deliberately juxtaposed in ordexr to test the possibility of a change in
costume at the conversion. Evidence of women's costume in the
geventh century has then been separated from ea.riier material in the
discussion (Section XXXI). |

The survey of each county considers the occurrence and function
firstly of articles which may have fastened the clothing, and secondly
of adjuncts to the costume. Brooches have been identified by estab-
lished names, for example "saucer brooch", "cruciform brooch", The
term "paired" brooches has been coined to describe the fashion in which
two bi'ooches .were wom symnetrica:].ly on either side of the upper part
of the body. They have usually been found on the clavicles of skele-
tons, but instances varying from "on either side of the neck" to “on
- the breasts" have been included as paired!, The term "pé.ired"',

within inverted commas, refers to pt;sition; and need not indicate

that brooches worn in this way were matching, though in fact they
were sometimes identicale The term "single" has been applied to
any brooch found in é. érave conta:l.n:l.né no ofbl:xer brooches, and the
term "third" to any brooch found in conjunction with "paired"
brooches, and usually worn at the uppexr paxrt of the body. "Paired"
brooches have been considered first in each county, then additional

brooches, thixrd brooches, other arrangements involving two brooches,

and single brooches.

l
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The survey continues with consideration of pins, which may
have been used to fasten shrouds or garments, or to secure the hair
or headdress, where relevant considering first pin sultes, two or more
pins linked by chain, Vxrist clasps are then considered, whexre |
relevante These articles when complete, consist of at least four
parts, two interlocking plates worn at each wrist. 6 (Fig. 10). ‘
Buckles, iin theixr usual i"ar}ction as belt fasteners, and in other
roles, are then discussed. Attention i;J paid to the conjunction of

different types of fastener, in ordexr to establish if, for example,
the garment supported by "paired" brooches was also belted, Additionél

belt fittings and rings which may have fastened girdles are also dise
cussed, Rare evidence of headgear and footwear is included where
relevant. |

The positions of adjmlcts to the costume are then considered,
since, as well as contributing to 'the overall picture of the appearance
of the Anglo-Saxon, they may add to information about garments, in par-

ticular about belts. KXnives are frequently found in positions con=
slstent with having been thrust into or suspended from belts. Even

a knife which is described as having been found"in the hand" may have
been attached to the belt, since the ﬁands of corpses were frequently
folded ovexr the body. Many graves otherwise wnfurmished contain

knives, which therefore proﬁde the only evidence of the clothing in

those graves. Other articles which may have been suspended from the
girdle include tools, keys, and the key-like objects commonly called
girdle hangers; chatelaine chaing and objects attached to them; thread-

boxes and spindle whorls; pouches and purses; and personal items

such as manicure sets and tweezers. Many of the skeletons equipped



19,
with such objects lack girdle buckles, so only the presence and position

of such objects may testify to the wearing of a girdle.
Items of Jewellery such as armlets, beads and finger xrings have

also been included in the suxrvey. Beads, the most common of this group,
are 8o frequently found in female graves that their presence has some=
times been considered sufficient grownds for assuming that a skeleton
~is female, There is some evidence that beads could be used as toggles,
and this function has been considered in the suxvey where large, single
beads occur in suitable positions. |

4e Burial practices after the conversion
The decline of paganism resulted in the discontinuation of

burying grave-goods with the deads Increased numbexrs of wnfurnished

graves in cemeteries dating from 'I:I_.'xe geventh century testify to this
change, which may have included the abandonment of burying the dead
in their clothing. Angio-Saxan cemeteries from after this seventh-
century transition pexriod, lacking distinctive grave-goods, are rarely
distinguishable from burials of other, later centuries. Since the
Chris'tians wore encouraged to bury their dead in churchyaxds, many

early graves may have been lost wnder successive burials in the same
area. \ | BN

5.  Description of Christian period evidence, Section C, below
The evidence from the Christian period discussed in Section

C is therefore much less than that for the pagan period., Poste
geventh~century artefacts have rarely been found in association with

gkeletons, so the mammexr in which they were worm can only be guessed.
Most of the obdécts discussed in Section C were stray finds ox
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excayated from occupation or other non-cemetery sites. (A few items of
Jewellery which are not archaeological finds but which have been
identified as Christian Anglo-Saxon have been included in this section.)
The items discussed in Section C inc¢lude brooches, pins, fingexr rings

and strap tags.

6o Description of textile and leather evidence, Section D below
and Agnendix 1

The evidence concerning Anglo=-Saxon textiles and leather which

is considered in Section D is mostly dependent on the recovery of
articles described in Secotions B and C, since most surviving examples
have been preserved through attachment to metalworke The majority
derive. from pagan graves. Section D consists of a discussion of surw
viving Anglo=Saxon textile and leather fragments, All published and
some unpublished finds of these ma.‘bérials from secular context are
listed in Appendix 1. This chart gives the associationsof the frag-
ments (where known), and as much technical detail as possible., The
finds are arranged in the chart alphabetically according to their
place of origin, county by county. Pagan sites are distinguished by
the names used in the Gazetteer., The related discussion explains

the ci:r:cumst_a_ncea and nature of the finds and, distinguishes techniques
of manufacture, It introduces the chart, ana?lyses the material presented

there, and discusses individually some cases of particular interest.

To The quality of source material
The published evidence in the following sections has been drawn

chiefly from the records of eighteenth~ and nineteenth-century pioneers

in Anglo-Saxon axrchaeology, from local histories, museum catalogues

and records, and most often from excavation reports in the journals of
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county and national archaeological societies which date from the
besinnings of the study of the subject to the present day.

The quality of the records wvaries consicierably. Some sites
havae been scientifically excavated, others accidentally disturbed as
the result of building or othex woxrk. Some excavation reports xrecoxrd
the precise associations:and location of finds, others generalise,

The most valuable records for the purposes of SectionsB .and D in the
present study have been of inhumation cemeteries, particularly those

in which the sex of each skeleton has been deduced on anatomical grounds,
and the positions of the grave-goods described in relation to the surw
viving skeletal remains, Such records make it possible to deduce that
certain objects are characteristic of one sex or the other, and to
obaoxrve tho positions in which clothing fastoners or adjuncts were
worn. In many oxcavation reports, howover, tho sex of a skeleton is
only deduced from the grave-goods, or not at all; finds are assigned
o numbered graves but their positions are not recorded; oxr the posi-
tion of an object is deséri‘bed in ambiguous terms, such as "near the
eax" or "oﬁ the stoma.ch".7

Where complete dé,ta are not available, the Judgement of the
experienced archaeologist as to the positioning of grave-goods and the
sexing of skeletons, has usually been acceptable. TFor example, if
beads and two matching brooches are found in a grave, analogy would
suggest that the skeleton they accompanied was that of a female, and
that the brooches had been worn on the shoulders. There are many
less clear-cut cases.s The degrees of probability vary considerably,
therefore, so many of the statements in the survey in Section B are

necessarily tentative. Where sufficient evidence is available, the



survey records the number of occurrences of particular fashions at indie-

vidual sites; but analysis of numerical occurrences is not the primary

aim, The ambiguity of much of the evidence would be a major
drawback to such a treatment, Instead, the aim has been to establish

recurrent customs of costuming, Ey including general as well as precise

records.
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Be PAGAN GRAVE~-GOODS
i

Badfordshire

10 ' Sites

Many of the Anglo=Saxon burial sites in Bedfordshire were dige

covered during the nineteenth century, and some were not systematically

excavated or completely recordeds Thirty-one sites are noted in

Meaney!'s Gazetteer,l nine of which offer primary evidence: Chalton

(CI'La.].a'.ewe);2 Dunstable, Five Km:;lls;'*3 I{empston;4 Leighton Buzzard
IIl, Chamberlain's Barns A and B;s Limbury, Wallud's Bank (Lea.gra.ve);6
Luton I, Peddar's Way (Argyll Avenue, Biscot Mill);7 Pegsdon Cormon,
31‘4-‘1-1-'1.:l-ng'l:011;8 Toddington I, Sheepwalk Ei11;9 Tottermnhoe, Marina
Drive.lo Supplementary evidence has been drawn from Fa.md.ishll and
Shefforfi.lz Leighton Buzzard II B and Totternhoe are seventh=century
cemeteries, the oi;hers are earlier, Dunstable and Kempston probably
being used from the fifth into the sixth century. Some of the Dunstable

skeletons appeared to have been executed.

e "Paired" brooches
“Pa.ired';"broochea appear to have beemn worn by women buried at
Id.m'bury, Luton; Toddington and Kempston. At Linbury disc brooches

were certainly “paired" in one instance, and probably in another. These
two were the only burials documented from the site. There are three

recorded instances of "pairing" from ILuton (disc, saucer, and brooches
of unrecorded type beiﬁg used); There may have been others as many
burials were incompletely recorded, though more than half of the graves
from thig site were wnfurnished., The recording of the Toddin;ton I



site was similarly incomplete, but there is one recorded instance of
square-headed brooches being "paired",

The positions of the grave=goods from the numerous burials
discovered at Xempston were ra.reljr mentioned in Fitch's “"Journal of
Discoveries', but reference to his catalogue of grave-goods shows that
in a number of cases two similar brooches were taken from the same
grave, which suggests that the brooches had been "paired". The posi=
tion of the brooches was only given in the report of a childt!s burial

recorded on December 10, where two small bronze brooches were said to
have been found neaxr the teeth of the skeleton. (Tﬁe paired" brooches
from the other Bedfordshire sites were found on the clavicles or
shoulderss) Re. A. Smith recorded that brooches were "generally worn

in pairs™ by women at this site.

Se Third brooches
C. R. Smith's account of Kempston included the information that

"one, two and sometimes three fibulae or brooches, cruciform, circular
and saucer-ghaped, were woxrn on either shoulder as well as on the breast".
This suggests that third brooches were sometimes woxn, and the catalogue
of grave-goods shows that in at least one case (February 8) three

brooches (two saucer and one larger saucer) were recovered from the

£3M0 ZXavee.

4. Single brooches
There is at least one instance of a single brooch being recovered

from a grave at Kempston (March 17;' cruciform)e At Farmdish, one small
horned brooch accompanied a skeleton equipped with ambexr beads, therefore
probably female. A single gpplied brooch waa foundion the chest of

4
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a female skeleton at Toddington,

He Brooches in male fpraves
R. 4. Smith stated that "brooches ... appear to have been found

éven in the graves of men at Kempston". Wyatt's account of the ceme-
tery mentioned two such instances: ome of"a bronze fibula set with
garnets" said to have been found in the grave of a man equipped with
shield bopg, sword and two knives; the other of "a palx .of fibulae"
said to have been recovered from a grave containing a shield boss.

These graves were, however, discovered by workmen digging for gravel
and the pesitions of the objects not recoxrded.

6o Absence of brooches

No brooches wexe recovered from the probable execution site
at Dunstable, but the absence reflects the general paucity of the
cemetery. The lack of grave=goods may therefore represent a deli=-

berate stripping of finery for ignominious burial. However, as thexe

were a few personal objects recovered from the site, it seems unlikely

that the dead in this cemetery were buried naked. They may have been
dressed, like those buried in apparently unfurnished graves on 6'ther
sites, in some simpler costume which did not :r}equj::.'e brooches as

fasteners.

Te Secondary use of brooches
Leighton Buzzard II B and Totternhoe,both late sites,each

yielded only one brooche Both brooches were found in circumstances
vhich suggested they were not functional. Both lacked pins. Hyslop
suggested that the Leighton Buzzard example (i‘rom Grave 32) had been

sewn to the garment, and Matthews, noting that the Tottexrnhoe brooch
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was apparently "{wo or three generations older than any othexr datable
object in the cémetery“ suggested that it had been sewn to the sleeve,
since it was found on the forearmes As there were other small objects

with it, it is possible that it, and they, had been contained in a bag,

;ar some other perishable object. Since both brooches ware found with

.children, they may have been playthings.

8. Pin suites

Two sets of linked pins were recovered from Leighton Buzzard II B
(Graves 39 and 55)e The pins from Grave 39, of silver and garnet, linked
by a silver chain, lay Jjust below the chin of a skeleton, which, since
it was also equipped with a necklace, was almost certainly female. The
Pins had been worn vertically, on either side of the body, end were
attached to the garment below the necklace. The necklace lay between
two layers of textile linked by the pins. The pinsg were covered by a
coarser fabric which was thought to represent Meither a shroud or a
cloak¥, -

9«  Pins
A pip which had perhaps fastened a c;.oalc was Yecovered fronm

Limbury. The metal had stained the left olE.vicle of a skeleton which

was equipped with two disc brooches. (The position of these was not

recoxrded, but they were probably "paired;' as there is an instance of

"paired" disc brooches in another*burialifrom the site.) The pin

{fa.s ove:c 6" long and had two spangles, probably having originally had three.

Baldwin Brown considered that such pins with Klapperschmuck functioned

as hair ;1;\:1.113:"3 but the recorded position of the Limbury example dcmon-

gtrates that this was not necessarily soe Thexre is no evidence that
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pins wexre worn at the head in Bedfordshire, although there are other

indications that headdresses of some kind were worn.

10,  Possible headgear
| Two male skeletons at Totternhoe had apparently worn sowe kind

of headgear. Two small iron clips were found on the skull of a youth
(Grave B2) and a triangular bronze plate on the skull of a man (Grave D2).
Female headdresses are indicated by iron remains and a bronze buckle
found beside the skull of the skeleton in Grave 39 at lLeighton Buzzard

Il B, and by beads. Single beads were found beside the heads of three
skeletons from Leighton Buzzard II B, including the one in Grave 39, and
"earrings" both of wire and beads were recorded from three graves at
Tottermhoe (E2 and 3 and C5) two of which contained skeletons of chil=-

dren and one a woman. Any of these rings-and-beads, if not attached

to the ear, might have adorned a head garment.

11, 01&823
Wrist clasps were recorded at Xempston, the most northerly of

the inhumation sites of this county, but not from any of the other sites.
There are no published details of the finding of the clasps, but

R. A. Smi'bh'-st account mentioned that they we:;'é found "near the wrist"

of skeletons. A find of two small brooches near the hands of a skeleton
(discovered October 31) may indicate an alternative means of fastening

the type of sleeve *usually fastened by the clasps.

120 BU.CkleS
Buckles were found at Kempston, and though there are no details
of the finds, it is recorded that in at least one instance a dbuckle
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was in the grave of a female also equipped with saucer brooches (February
8)s . There is no evidence for the wearing of girdle buckles by women
from other Bedfordshixre sitess Buckles found with two male skeletons

at Totternhoe (B8 and G4) had evidently fastemed belts and wexre centrally
positionede Buckles were the only clothing fastenexrs recovered from
the supposed execution cemetery at Dunstable, but although they were
asgociated with skeletons (Nos. 35 and 42) they were not positioned as

they might have been during life,

13, Adjuncts to costume
Despite the small number of girdle buckles recovered from

Bedfordshire, evidence suggests that girdled garments were worn by both
sexes in this coumntye Knives have been found at the waist oxr hip of
skeletons of both sexes at most of the Bedfoxrdshire sites. The position
of the knives is the only primary evidence from Chalton and Pegsdon
Common, (There were no knives from the Iunstable site.) Both the

male skeletons with buckles from Totternhoe had knives, but the majority
of knives found have been associated with skeletons without girdle
buckles., Analysis of the finds from Tottermhoe, the only site from

which full details are available, shows a preference for wearing the
Inife on the left side, and that it was sometimes carried with handle
downwaxd, Two male skeletons from this site had had knife sheaths

(Graves C4 and F4) and objects descxribed as "sheath hangers" at the

waist had prth been attached to belts.- Anothexr tool‘ha.d apparently
been carried in the same sheath in Grave F4, Some persons had been
equipped with more than one knife, Two ﬁ:ivea were found in Grave 15

at Leighton Buzzard II 4, one on ea.ch'hip of the skeleton. Grave L1
 Leighton Buzzaxd 11 'B; contained two knives which were found on the
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left hip of the skeleton. Threadboxes from female graves at Kempston
(found November 16 and January 18) were in positions consistent with
suspension from the right side of a girdle, one possibly having been
carried in a pouch. In neither instance was there a buckle at waist

or hip, (Threadboxes were also recovered from Totternhoe but the posi=
tions of these and other adjuncts to the costume from this site did not
suggest that they had been worn at burial, rather that they had been

laid in the grave.) Female skeletons from Kempston (November 20 and

March 19) also had metal rings and ivory fragments at the legs and hips.
These, particularly the ivory axamplea,umay have been the remains of

-

pouches or other attachments to the girdle, although one at least was
considered to have been a dbracelet. Othexr probable atitachments to

womeﬂ's girdles include a key found to the right of a skeleton from
Dunstable (No., 42) and another found with a knife at the left hip of a
skeleton from Leighton Buzzard II A (Grave 15). A girdle hanger was
found with a knife below the waist of a skeleton from Toddington, and
a rare type of bronze girdle hanger accompanied the skeleton of a child
fron Totternhoe (Grave F2). Another childt!s skeleton from the same
site (Grave E3) had a spindle whorl by the left thigh, which might have

been attached to the girdle. "\

The extensive evidence for the wearing of girdles or belts which

had not been fastened by buckles, suggests that in many cases the girdle
had simply been tied, or fastened by a clasp made of some perishable

substance.
14,  Possible toggles

Alternative fastenings may be indicated by single ambexr beads
found at the waists of two skeletons at Leighton Buzzard II A
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(Gra.vea 2 and 3). Othexr beads were present in one of these graves,

but the bead at the walst was isolateds Such beads might have funotioned

as toggles for the fastening of a girdle, or of another garment.

15, Other jewellery

Beads recovered from other Bedfordshire cemeteries appeaxr to
have been ornamental rather than functional, and confined, as far as
can be seen, to female interments. Laxrge quantities of beads were
recovered from the graves at Kempston, and were almost always found
near the necks of the1 skeletonss A typical example is the grave dige .
covered on October 20, which contained the skeleton of an aged female,
equipped with one-hundred=and-eight beadse A more elaborate necklace
Trecovered on January 25 included beads, amethyst pendants and silver
rings., DPossibly these finds represent a necklace of the ring-and-bead
type. Ring-and-bead necklaces were recorded from five graves at Leighton
Buzzard II B (in addition to beads and rings which might have been orna~-

ments for the ear or head) and ring-and-bead festoons were found at

Tottermhoe, These festoons were found suspended from the shoulders
of a female skeleton (Grave D10) and of a child (Grave F2)e The choice
of suspension point for the beads at a site wl'{ere naired!” brooches were
not in use, may indicate that the i‘a.sten:i.nigof the gown was still on the
rshoulders although metal clasps were no longexr used by the period of
these burials. The festoons might, however, have been sewn to the
gaxment, a conscious or unconscious relic of the time when "paired"
brooches provided a convenient suspensicn point,

Festoons of beads were also recovered from Luton, a site early

enough to have "palred" brooches. Only one brooch was recorded from
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Grave 22, however, which had a festoon on the breast, which may indicate
that even in the period when "palred" brooches were fashionable, they were'

not considered necessary for the attachment of a festoon of beads at the

shoulders.

An unusual feature of women's costume in earlier Bedfordshire
gites is the apparent fashion for wearing beads as arm ornamentse A
skeleton recovered' from Kempston (March 19) in addition to more than two
hundred beads found near the neck, was equi'pped with othexr beads which
were thought to have been worn on the upper arme R. A. Smithts record
of the cemoetery included reference to a skeleton ‘with one=hundred-and-
twenty ambor, orystal and glass beads at the neck and others near the left
wriote A fomalo skoloton in Crave 27 at Inmton was found to have a
fostoon of beads by the "uppor part of the stomach" and othor festoons
by each knee, As the skeleton was fownd in a bent position it is
probable that these were displaced, havingoriginally been woxn at the
breast (there were "paired® brooches* in the grave) and at the arms.

The Totternhoe excavations :ceveaied the practice of equipping
the corpses of children with small quantities of beads- (Graves Al, C5
and D6-). These were found at or near the neck. The grave of another

child at this site (E3) contained an unusually elaborate necklace, which

was found encircling the neck and had been fastened by means of two silver

conese The necklace consisjted of amber, amethyst, fishbone and paste

beads, with pendants of fishbone and beaver tooth. Pendants were also
found with festoons at Luton and Totternhde, and a pendant made from a

- plerced coin was on the breast of a female skeleton (ﬁo. 22) in the

execution o_e_meterjr at Dunstable,



The female skeletons from Toddington had finger rings. In
one instance (the skeleton with "paired" brooches) the ring was found

on & finger of the left hand.

526
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Berkshire

1.  Sites
Fifty-one sites are listed in the Gazetteer.l Primary evidence

is avallable from fourteen of them: Abingdon I;° Blewburton Hill,

Blew'bury;3 Cross Barrows, Bast Ilaley;4 Frilfoxd I;5 Frilfoxrd II;G

Harwells! Lowbury, Aston Upthorpe;® Miltom;? East Shefford;'° Sutton
Courtenay II;ll 1.«!3.’1.‘!.:1.1:1&':1‘.9:%1;12 White Hoxrse Hill, Uffingbon;'ls Long
Vittenham I;<4 Long Wittenham II,™” . Secondary evidence from Lockinge
Parkléand St:eatley17ha.s been included in the survey. The large sites
at Abingdon and Long Wittenham, and the smaller site at East Sheffoxrd

were recorded in detail. The site at Frilford was also large but the
records are less fulle Frilfoxrd II, Lowbury, long Wittenham II

and probably Cross Barrows.and Milton are seventh-century burial sites,
The others are sixth-century, Abingdon and Harwell at least having
been in use from the fifth, Some of the fpersons buried at White
Horse H.i.ll nay have died violently and been unceremoniously dburied.

2o "Paired® brooches

;'Paired'; brooches were evidently worm at Abingdon, Blewburton
Hi11, Frilford I, Harwell, East Shefford and Long Wittemham I. Brooches
wore found in thirty-eclght of the one-hundred-and-twenty-two 'Abingdon '
graves, which in seventeen instances wexrs probably "pairedh, twelve
times on the shoulders, four "on the breast" or "breasts" and once
below the breasts. There were nine i‘arther pos;ible inétancea. i
these cases two brooches were found on either side of the body, but '



their arrangenent was not symmetrical, perhaps the result of the
disturbance of "paired" brooches during buriale In four other in-
stances two brooches were found on the same side of the body but

. gsome distance apart. Toxr example, the brooches in Grave 26 were
found at the top of ;bhe right arm and at the right of the cervical
vertebraes In two other such instances the brooches were found on
the left.

The “paired" and possibly “paired" brooches were mostly
associated with the skeletons of adult females, although twice they
vere found with female children and once with a child of unidentified
sex, In two instances the associated skeletons were thought to have
been adult males. These were Grave 18, in which the brooches were
at the right shoulder and below the left shouider, and Grave 95, in
which one brooch was "under the right eaxr" and tﬂe position of the
other not recordeds It may be significant, however, that neither
these nor the other apparently male Abingdon skeletons with brooches
were accompanied by weapons, although weapbns were found in other
furnished male graves.

There was considerable variety in the types of brooch used
fox "pai:r:' " ot this sites JIn ordexr of ‘p‘opularity, they weres
disc, saucer, square-headed, annular and possibly penannular,

Trefoil-headed, button and applied brooches were each found "paired"
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in a single instance. The brooches used for 'pairing' often differed

in size and decoration and there was one instance of the "palring"
of brooches of unlike type: in Grave 106 an applied brooch was

Wpaired" with a "domed" brooch, a fifth-century, continental type.
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"Paired" brooches were certainly found in two of the @aves
at Blewburton Hill, where they were worn on the shoulders. Both

were assoclated with female skeletons, and the brooches were of

- applied type in one case, disc in the other. There were otherx
possible instances of the fashion, Two brooches were found "closge
to the skull" of another female skeleton - they were of dissimilai
type, but both circular, one being annular, the other penannular —
énd two penannulaxr brooches were beneath the chin of the skeleton
of an adolescent.

There were two further cases in which similar brooches were
associated with skeletons. In Grave 4 two disc brooches were found
close to the upper part of the sternum, and in Grave 3 a disc brooch
was found on the right shoulder and an annular close to the left
temple, Both these graves were considered to have contained male
skeletons, but, as with the alleged males with brooches from Abingdon,
these skeletons were without weapons, while the only male at |
flewburton Hill to be equipped with weapons (Grmre 7), did not have
brooches, |

Over one-hundred-and-seventy graves were excavated at
Frilford I but few wore recorded in sufficient detaill to supply
primary evidence. Disc brooches were "palred" on the shoulders of
a young female skeleton excavated on March 17 1865, and an old
woman, excavated April 1 1868, had saucer brooches over the breasts.

It is possible that applied brooches may also have been "paired" at
this site.

Disc brooches were "paired® é.bove each clavicle of a skeleton
at Haxwelle The skeleton was said to be over six feet tall, but



as it also had beads, it is likely to have been female (Grave 4).
Thexre is another possible instance of the fashion from Grave 1 on
this sites A small square-headed brooch was found over the left
clavicle and an applied above the fourth cexrvical vexrtebra. Since
the applied brooch was worn centrally, and the two did not match
in type, this is a less probable instance than those from Abingdon
and Blewburton Hill.

Peake and Hooton, recording the 1912 excavation of East
Shefford, described the positions of the bxrooches in general, in
texrms which suggest that these resembled the Abingdon and ﬁlewburton
Hill positions: "the brooches were always found in palrs and were
usually found over the clavicles, though sometimes the cloak which

they had fastened had slipped to one side and they were found together |

near the shouldexr',s The earliest finds from the site had included
a female grave with two circular brooches "on the breast", probably
also an instance of the "palred" fashion. - Brooches we::é found in
eight of the twenty-se?e:;l mve; recorded by Peake and Hooton. All
were thought to have contained females. The wearexrs were mostly

persons in their early twenties or over fifty years of agee The
brooches were mostly of like type,although tljlere were some differences

in size. Applied, disc and square-headed types were employed.
Thexre were two instances of dissimilar types being "paired" and in

both cases one member of the M"pair" was an e@d-aﬁed brooch., One
was associated with a cruciform 'brc;och (Grave 10) the other with a

saucer brooch (Grave 18). These associations may be compared to
the finds from a cremation burial at Abingdon (No. 26) which had cone

tained the remains of an applied brooch and an equal-armed one,
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The excavations of Long Wittenham I revealed brooches in
forty-nine of the seventy female graves, forty of which contained
two broochess Of these foxrty, thirty-four skeletons had brooches
"paired" at the shoulders. In another instance one brooch was

found at the showlder and the othexr in the mouth, positions suggest-
ing that one of a "pair" of brooches had been displaced during burial,

The positions of brooches were wrecorded in two instances. The
positions of brooches at the right shoulder and the throat of another
skeleton (Grave 129) may also be the result of displacement, or may
represent an alternative fashion, . Brooches employed for Ypaliring"
were disc, saucer and long (small and large cruciforn) types.
Penannular and applied types each occurred once. Grave 95 cone-
tained a saucer brooch and an applied brooch, but this should not,
perhaps, be considered an instance of the "pairing" of unlike types,
since the difference between sauceér and applied types lids.; in the

+ technique of manufacture rather than the appearance of the finished
préduct. The brooches in Grave 129, possibly "paired", were dige

similar: the one found at the right shoulder was a disc brooch,

and the one at the throal was an oval, probably Roman, example.
Two circular brooches were found with an isolated burial at

Lockinge Parke These may have been "paired",
The evidence attests the popularity of the "paired" brooch

fashion in these Berkshire cemeteries, and shows that a variety of
types were useds It is noticeable that where o0dd brooches were
"palred" together, one of the 'Ypair' was usually a rarity; Roman
or continental, or the equal=-armed type which probadbly did not
continue to be made for long after the settlement of England,
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These rarities were '"paired" with more common Anglo=-Saxon products,

e Asyrmetrical brooches

There are so many instances of asymmetrical positioning, at

| Abingdon, Blewburton Hill, Harwell, apparently at East Shefford and
at Long Wittenham I, that it would appeaxr either that an appearance
of symmetry was not always congidered necessaxry in this area, or
that there was considerable carelessness at burial. I.t 18 possible,

though, that some of these brooches should not be considered '"paired"
and that they functioned differently. Many of these doubtful cases

could represent two garments: one fastened centrally, at the throat

or centre chest, and another clasped at the shoulder.

&

4o Two brooches not 'paired"

There are several other instances from the county of two
brooches being found in the same grave. In Grave 14 at Abingdon,
which contained a skeleton considered male, brooches were found on
either side of the lower ribs., Unless these had been displaced from
'the shoulders, they must have fastened or decorated a garment near
the waist. There are two occurrences at Abingdon of brooches worn
high on the right and low on the left of th; body, indicating a
diagonal aperture or fold. In one instance saucer, and in the other

disc brooches were employed in this mammer, being found on the right
shoulder and left ribs of a female aged about twenly years and of a
child aged about eight.

A longitudinal opéning of the garment was also suggested by
two graves from Long Wittenham I, although in these instances the
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positioning was not diagonal. Saucer brooches were found at the waist
and left breast of a skeleton in Grave 123; and a disc brooch at the

left wrist and anothexr brooch at the left shouldexr of a skeleton in

Grave 151.

A further variation may be represented by a skeleton at
Blewburton Hill, which was equipped with two disc brooches, both on
the left clavicles The skeleton was thought to be male, but was

without weapons, and equipped with beads as well as the brooches.

De Single brooches
There is no evidence of third brooches from Berkshire, but

there are some instances of single brooches. Two were found with
female skeletons at Abingdon. One, a saucer brooch, was by the left
gscapula and the other, an annular brooch, on the chest. A penannulax
brooch was found "undexr the left eaxr' of a skeleton thought to be an
adult male, A fourth single brooch, a broken Romano-British example,
was found by the left hand of a male childe It might have been
suspended from the belt or laid by the hand, or even, since it was

- broken, have been a toy oxr talisman.

The Blewburton Hill finds included .a single applied brooch
which was found*close to the left shoulder\of a female skeleton, and
‘Akerman's account of Frilford I included a female grave with an
‘oval brooch, which was probably single. A Kentish polychrome dbrooch
wag found on the breast of a skeleton at Milton and a female skeleton
with a cruciform brooch on the left shoulder was among the earliest
discoveries from East Shefford,

A brooch was on the shouldexr of a skeleton found in one of

two barrows at White Horse Hill. The two burial mounds were thought

—Anignii=
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to contain the dead from a battle, one Anglo=Saxon, the other Romano=
British, (The skulls of the skeletons in the two barrows were of
different types.) The brooch was in the barrow considered Anglo-
‘ Saxon although it was a circular, inlaid example of Romans=British
typee The sex of the skeleton, which had been decapitated, was not
recorded, although Meaney's account (p. 53) supposed it to have been
female.

Single brooches were found in nine é:ra.ves at Long Wittenhan,

They occurred twice on the left shoulder and once on the left breast
of skeletons, and once on the right shoulder, The others were also
found on the breast or shoulder of the associated skeletons, but the
side of the body was not recorded. The types used were disc (in
three instances womn on the left of the body), saucer and cruciform
(worn on the right)e Six of the skeletons with single brooches
were described as young, although none were children and only one was
sufficiently young to be called a girl. . This tendency may reflect
a preference for a type of costume fastened by the single brooch

anong young adult females, but it may be the result of a tendency
evident at Long Wittenham I to furnish the graves of young persons

less richly than those of their elders.
\

6o Distribution of brooches in relation to age
Akerman included estimates of the age at time of death of

many of the persons buried at Long Wittenham I, This makes it pos-
sible to consider the appeal of diffexrent brooch types to different
age groups (although saucer, disc and long brooches were also worn

by persons of indeterminate age). Disc brooches, the most popular



type in this cemetery, had been worn by persons of all ages. Saucer

brooches, 'also common, were found in more graves of young people than
of old. ;(-Akerman called disc brooches "circulaxr" but distinguished

- then from saucer brooches, which he called "fil:l.sh-sha.ped"..,18 ) Long
brooches nmay have been worn only by the middle-aged, while the less
cormon types (penannular, applied and the Roman brooch) appeared only

in the graves of young persons.

Te Brooches in male graves

Excavators considered that brooches had accompanied men buried
at Abingdon and Blewburton Hill, but, as stated, all the relevant
graves lacked the weapon characteristic of many other male burials.

8e Altermative faste:ners

Some unusual objects, which may have replaced brooches as
fasteners, have been recovered from Frilford I and Lowbury. Two
metallic buttons, one found at the head of the humerus, accompanied
the skeleton of an old woman excavated from Frilford I (May 3 1850).
A flat bone rectangle, perforated at each eﬁd, was found on the left
shoulder of a male skeleton at Lowbury (the only Anglo-Saxon inter-

mont from tho Romano-British site).

9 Pin suites

Pin suites were found at the neck and breast of two young,
female skeletons at Long Wittenham II, *a seventh-centﬁ:y site where

thore were no brooches,
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10, Ping
Pins were found in eight Abingdon graves. The associated

gkeletons were of an aged person of indeterminate sex, four female
adults and three female children, All except an infant had been -
‘equipped with brooches (one with a single brooch, the others with
two)e In the majority of cases the pins were found at the upper part
of the body, at the xright armpit, right breast or at the centre of
the chest. Twice they were lower down the body é.t the left side
(at the left pelvis and left elbow) and once at the heade The
" last mentioned instance, Grave 38, was the burial of the infant withe
out brooches. Two pins were found at the left and one at the right,
» all under the skull, They may have fagtened a headdress, oxr the cradle
clothess In Grave 32, which contained a single brooch, the pin and
brooch were at the same side of the body, the brooch at the shoulder
and the pin at the armpit. |
T™wo skeletons from Blewbﬁrton Hill had pins. 3Both also had
broochese The pins wexre on the chest of the skeleton of a child,
and at the left ribs of a female., A pin was found near the skull

of a skeleton at Cross Barprows, Details of two graves with pins were

recorded from Frilford I. Both contained female skeletons with

"paired" brooches, and in both cases the pins were found on the left

breast.

Pins were associated with three female skeletons at East Sheffoxrd,
One was recovered from the breast of the skeleton of a young woman,
(Another female skeleton with a pin was aged over 'fifty.) Metal
fragments described as "pins or buckles" accompanied the skeleton of
a male child, but the position was not recoxrded.

‘-“-.



45

Twelve female skeletons at Long Wittenham I had pinse They
were preponderately young (two girls and five young women) and seven
of them were equipped with brooches. (Two had single brooches, five
had two.) One of the skeletons without brooches had a buckle. In
three cases the rin was the only object in the grave. Possibly
these were shroud pins of persons buried without grave=-goods and wne-
clotheds One of the pins was found "in the lap% of the associated
skeleton, the others were all found at the npper'pa.rt of the body.

Seven were at the breast (once, specifically, at the left) and one
at the shouldexr. The pin found "in the lap" was associated with a

single bxrooch.

lle Possible headgear, clips
Clips were found in graves of a man, woman and child at

Abingdone Those with the child were near the head. The positions
of the others were not recoxrdeds At East Shefford, bronze objectis

with rivets, which had probably fastened leather, were found under
the neck of a male skeleton, and in association with a female.

12 Buckles

At Al;ingdon s buckles were found in h;énty-'l:w:: Inhumation graves,
asgsociated with persons of all ages, and with both sexes, although
the majority of the associated skeletons were fiomale, Buckles were
found in female graves with "paired"™ brooches, with single brooches
and without brooches.s The buckles wexre mostly found at waist or hip,
consistent with having fastened belts. They were more often at the
right side than at the left, a preference demonstrated by both sexes.
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Two male skeletons had had two buckles, which were found some distance
apart, but had been worn at the same level of the body, and one male
skeleton had a buckle at the right breaste In two instances dbuckles
~ found with female skeletons had been associated with chatelaines.

Buckles occurred at Blewburton Hill in female graves with and

without brooches, and in the apparently male graves with brooches.
They were found at the pelvis and among the ribs of the skeletons.
A preference for the right-hand side was noticeable among the females.
A male equipped with weapons (Grave 7) had worn an elaborate belt just
above the pelvise Iron-bound wooden sectiong were found at the front
of the body, and there were buckles at each side,

A buckle was found with a skeleton at Cross Barrows, but the
position was not recorded.s The grave contained weapons so the corpse
was evidently male. Buckles were worn by both sexes at Frilfoxrd I.
Akerman noted a female grave fuxrnished with a pair of brooches and a
buckle, and a buckle was found on the pelvis of a male skeleton with
weapons (4pril 1 1868). Baldwin Brown, however, recorded the low
proportion of buckles recovered from this si'he.19

The only buckle from Harwell was associated with the skeleton
equipped with (dissimilar) brooches at clav{.cle and neck., The single
Anglo=-Saxon skeleton from Lowbury had a buckle at the right of the
walst; the remains of an object which might have been another was

found wnder the backbone at waist level,

Buckles were found in seven of the East Shefford graves recorded

by Peake and Hooton and a Y"girdle buckle' was found earlier with a

skeleton equipped with a brooch.s Two of the Peake and Hooton graves

contained male skeletons, of an adolescent and a young man, and the
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others skeletons of females ranging in age from early maturity to over
sixty years. An unusual feature of this cemetery was the tendency
for females to be equipped with two buckles. There is no record of
the positions of these, but it is unlikely that they substituted for

| the more usual brooches or; the shouldexrs since two of the graves with
two buckles also contained two brooches. In three cases the buckles

were both of iron; in the fouxrth one was iron the other bronze. The
remaining female grave and the male graves each contained a single

buckle,
A male skeleton at Streatley had a buckle, and the skeleton

of a youth at Wallingford had two. One of these, which was found

at the right lower ribs, had evidently fastened an elaborate belt,
gsince three belt plates lay level with the buckle., The knife and
other equipment found with this skeleton had evidently, from their
positions, been attached to this belt. A second buckle was found
lower down the body, at waist level,

Buckles were associated with eighteen skeletons at Long Wittenhan
I: eleven with females of all ages, and seven with males who were all
old or of indeterminate age. Nine females and five males had buckles I
at the waist or "in the lap". The description suggests that they
were worn centrally. One malg had evidenﬂ\y worn the buckle at the
right, since it was found by the right hand. Four of the females

with buckles in these positions were equipped with brooches. None

of those females with buckles which were described as young were also

equipped with brooches.
™wo female skeletons and one male at this site had buckles

at the upper part of the body. They were found at the neck and



breast of the women, and at the right shoulder of the man, Other
grave-goods suggest that the corpses had been clothed: neither of
the females had brooches, but one may have had a girdle at the waist
since a knife was found "in the lap". The male was also equipped
with a knife, but this was found at the right side, a position which
could indicate that it was suspended from a girdle, or that it was
attached to a strap fastemned by the buckle on the right shoulder,
This fashion of wearing a buckle at the upper paxrt of the body was
also exhibited at Long Wittemham II, where the only buckle from the

site was found on the breast of the skeleton of an 0ld woman.

13,  Belt fittings
A tag which had probably been attached to a girdle was recovered

from a cremation grave at Long Wittenham I,

Axrticles which were identified as Moclasps" and were thought to
have fastened the girdle were found in four graves at Long Wittenham I.
They accompanied two adult fema.'_le skeletons, one female child and one
other child, and were found at the waist or right hip. The illustration
of one of these ob:]ectazosuggests, however, that they were more likely
to have been attached to the girdle than to have fastened it, and were

perhaps a species of girdle hanger or openwork mount.

14. Adjunects to costume

- Knives were found In positions suggesting suspension at the belt
at many Boerkshire sites, often indicating the presence of a belt which

hadfﬁot been fastened by a buckles Thirty-six of the fifty Abingdon
¥

graves with knives wexre without buckles, and fifty-seven out of more
d
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than seventy graves with knives at Long VWittenham I were without eitherxr
buckles ox'tlasps®s The presence of knives in such positions also
suggests that belts were worn without buckles at Blewburton JHill )
Cross Barrows, Frilford II, East Shefford, Sutton Courtenay and Long
Wittenham IT. Skeletons (with belt buckles) at Harwell and Lowbury
also had knives.

| Knives were worn by both sexes and by pexrsons of all ages,
The East Shefford burials included two‘infants with knives. The
skeletons were aged about twelve months and twenty months; the children
had probably been too young to carry knives during life,

- The prevailing angle of the kmives at Abingdon was poinf upwards,
although some had also been carried with the point down ox sideways.
The nife at Lowbury was also point upwards. The Abingdon and
Blewburton Hill graves exhibited a preference for carrying the knife
at the left. The Long Witi{enhan I inhal?itants had also preferred the
left side to the right, a.lthough' sonme women and many of the men at this
site were found to have the knife "in the lap" which suggests central ‘
positioning. The Cross Barrows, Frilford II, Lowbury and Sutton
Courtenay knives were found at the left of the -skeletons. In nine

cases at Abingdon the Inife wvas found under the body, whexre it had per—
haps been tucked into the back of the belt. |
Only rarely was a skeleton equipped with more than one knife,
A female at Abingdon had a Roman knife as well as an Anglo-Saxon one.
The former was found with remains of a chatelaine, and may have been
a trinket rather than a functional ob:]ec'b..
At i.ong Wittenham I there were several cases in which the knife

was fouﬁé. at the upper paxrt of the body at shoulder or breast.
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This occurred in the graves of both sexes, but was more noticeable among |
the males. It is possible that the knives had been laild in the graves
on the bodies, but it is also possible that they were suspended in these
positions by some strap- or other arrangement.s There was ocne such
instance at Abingdon, where a comb as well as the knife was found

along and above the upper vertebrae.

Othexr axrticles which had probably been attached to girdles wexre
strike-a~lights, found with male skeletons at Abingdon and Wallingford
and possibly at Lowbury; +{weezexrs, found with both aexe:s at Abingdon,
with a male at Long Wittenham I and at East Shefford; combs, found
with males at Abingdon and Sutton Couxtenay, and with a female at
Long Wittenham I; and, associated only with females, chatelaines,
evidenced by metal rings, hooks and other fragments at Abingdon;
toilet articles at Abingdon, Blewburton Hill and Long Wittenham I
keys at Blewburton Hill and Long W:'I.ttenham I; a satchel and pouch
frame at Abingdon and the remains—of other pouches and spindle whorls
at Long Wittenbam I, Shears were found at the waist of the male at
Lowbury, end an item described as a “pouch guard® at the waist of one

at Long Wittenham I.
In many cases, however, such items were found at the upper

part of the body where they might either have been laid on the corpse,
or suspended from the garment, A toilet se\t was on the left shoulder
of ':hhe skeleton of an old woman from Frilford I, a position which
suggests it nmight ha.v:e been attached to one of the "paired®™ brooches.
Toilet articles were also found at the shoulder, bréa.st or centre
chest of female skeletons at Abingdon and long Wittenham I, The
frequency of this position may have been a regional variation, since
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these items are more usually found at waist oxr hip. At Long
Wittenham spindle whorls were also sometimes found at the upper part
of the body, and in male graves, there were instances of tweezers and

a purse guard being worn in this position,

156 Possible toggzles
Single beads which might have functioned as toggles were found

at Abingdon and East Shefford, and single beads which might have
adorned oxr fastened the headdress at Abingdon and Blewburton Hill,

16, Other jewellery

Beads and othex items of ;]ewellerj appear to have been chiefly

2l (The

female adornments, except for a sword bead at Abingdon.
excavator of Blewburton Hill did suggest that one skeleton with beads
and brooches was nmale, which seems unlikely in the light of the other
evidences A child and a disturbed skeleton, thought male, at East
Shefford, had beads.)

Beads from this county were mainly of amber and glass, although
there were some of more wnusual materials:- cxrystal and Jet from
Abingdon, stone and quartz from East Sheffoxrd. ﬁﬂ:here were nany pens
dants, mos'l';iy perforated coins or pieces ofhmetal, but also individual
jtems such as a dog'é tooth and the lid of an enamelled Roman box,

both from Abingdon. At Abingdon, East Shefford and Iong Wittenhan I,
beads were evidently worn as necklaces and festoons at the upper
part of the body; but they were also found near the arms and waist,

which suggests that they had also been used as bracelets and ornaments
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to the waist or to the girdle, The limited evidence from Frilfoxd I
gsupports this impression. The beads found at Harwell were at the
elbow of a skeleton, and those from Blewburton Hill were found as
- the neck ornament of one skeleton and below the ribs of anothex.

The number of beads varied greatly from grave to grave. At
BEast Shefford, for example, the numbers ranged from seven to over
one-nndred-and~twenty=-eight. Grave 71 at long Wit'ben]_nam had twoe
hundred-and=eighty beads between the right arm and the body. At
the same site there were seven instances of small quantities of
beads (one or three) being worn at the neck. Several of these in=-
stances were associated with children, and it was noticeable at this<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>