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Introduction

This zine contains a series of designs
for specific elements of hobby
furmiture inspired by residents of
Byker, and present an exploration of
an alterative expression of the Byker
hobby rooms.

The designs are a response to the
lack of accessibility of the hobby
rooms in the Byker redevelopment in
Newcastle upon Tyne, designed by
Ralph Erskine during the 1980s.

The hobby rooms were designed as
an extension of domestic space, to
give residents space for individual
hobby activity, but also offer space for
collective social interests. They have
hosted a wide range of fascinating
and inspiring hobby activity in the
years since their completion including;
pottery making, a sewing circle,
photography, a ladies dart club, a
‘mice club’, production of the Byker
Phoenix and a model maker whose
mask of Tutankhamun is on display

in the Great North Museum in

Newcastle city centre.

Lack of maintenance and
management has left many of the
hobby rooms in poor condition,
vacant, underused and inaccessible
to Byker residents.

Yet this underuse is not reflective of

a lack of demand for hobby space
across Byker, many residents today
pursue interesting and varied hobbies,
involved in music, making, crafting
and collecting.

Most hobbies involve the use of
particular equipment that support

its pursuit. Some of this equipment

is specific to the hobby in question,
like sewing machines and musical
instruments, while many simply

use existing home equipment such
as ovens, kettles and irons. This
equipment is usually positioned within
the home to provide space for the
hobby practice. Sometimes it is laid
out in a spare room, ready for use, for



others the eguipment borrows space
temporarily before being packed away
to make space for other everyday
activities,

The elements of furmniture gquestion
the definition of hobby space. Is it
defined by the typology of the Byker
hobby rooms, the provision of formal
space, or is it enabled through the
occupation of space by equipement
and the activity it supports?

The designs for activity specific items
of furniture aim to explore the latter,
focussing on supporting hobby
activity by facilitating the inhabitation
of a range of spaces, internal and
external, by the equipment used by
hobbies. In doing so, they speculate
on the relationship between the
provision of equipment and the
spaces of hobby occupation.

The range of proposals presented
draw from observations of the
occupation of public spaces in Byker,
surveying of residents who pursue
particular hobbies and incidental

conversations with neighbours,
residents and friends in and around
Byker. Accordingly, they are a visual
index of interested based potential
and capital for inhabiting public
spaces and revitilising the hobby
rooms.

The designs of specific elements
of fumniture provide a record of this
potential as the Byker Community
Trust prepares to invest money in
repairing and upgrading the hobby
rooms. As such, they present an
arguement for the retention of the
hobby rooms as spaces for interest
based activity, as opposed to their
conversion and privitisation for
residential use.

Beyond the use of the hobby rooms
however, it is hoped that the designs
will provide an inspiration to other
Byker residents to take up new hobby
interests.

Joinery Workbench

How is all this furniture going to be made? With
the joinery workbench of course. With tools and
workspace for constructing all manner of new
additions to Byker, adapting the softwood timber
detalls of the redevelopment, the workbench

is a must for the amateur builder. What will you
construct?
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Avondale Orchard

Not a piece of furniture per-se, the idea of a
community orchard came from resident Andy
pointing out the suitability of a series of terraces on
Avondale Rise. Facing south-east and sheltered by
some tall trees the terraces offer the ideal conditions
for growing fruit. A nearby hobby room offers a great
place for making jams or juices.

Reading Bench

With libraries across the city closing, the reading
pbench proposes a more radically local approach
to the provision of reading material. Positioned out
in public spots, the reading bench encourages
residents to swap books to keep a rolling provision
of interesting reading.




Football is popular in Byker...!

Goal Bench
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down over a table to give directed light when dealing

Designed by Dan, the Airfix lamp gives you a space
with fiddly tasks when making new models.

to hang your Airfix models, but can also be drawn

Airfix Lamp




Chair Goals

The chair goals were designed and made to
entertain Lacey, Tash, Taylor, Bailey and their friends
on Tuesday afternoons outside the Byker Lives shop
at Raby Cross. Made with old lkea chairs and some
salvaged orange safety netting, which only lasted
two uses.

Bike Maintenance

Through interest or neccessity, many Byker
residents own bikes. The maintenance chairs were
inspired by a conversation with Les, a resident who
uses a hobby room for fixing and selling bikes. For
general use at home, the chairs also provide space
for storing tools and act as a bike stand when
neccessary, enabling residents without garages the
means to work on their bikes at home.




Bee Keeping

Did you know that there are bee hives on the roof
of Fenwicks department store in Newcastle? A
conversation with Andy about the declining bee
population informed me of this fact, and inspired the
idea of ‘Byker Bees', kept in hives on the roof of the
Wall so as to be out of residents’ way.
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Jumper Goals

Create a pitch anytime anywhere with no more than
a few jumpers. Shamelessly borrowed from the
football mad children who play outside my kitchen
window!



Jewellery Desk and Stall

The mobile desk and stall was inspired by Chloe, a
local jewellery maker who designs and makes her
own jewellery at home, and regularly attends local
markets and fairs to sell her home-made pieces.

BBQ Table

In summer the smell of barbeques around Byker

is unmissable, cooked out in public spaces they
are a feature of Byker life. The BBQ table proposes
replacing some of the public picnic tables with
facilities for barbequing with friends and family so
that more residents can enjoy the summer spirit. No
doubt during winter they'll be comandeered to warm
a few cold hand, and lets not mention bonfire night!
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Potting Bench

The potting bench was designed after a
conversation with Anna, a local resident who runs
a community garden. Noticing all the neglected
planters and gardens around Byker, Anna
suggested a mobile bench that could be used to
grow plants and then plant them out across the
redevelopment, making use of the planters to grow
flowers, fruit and vegetables.

Prayer Chapel

To be located within St Michael's church, the prayer
chapel was designed by Dan after a conversation
with Phil the church priest. It is intended to offer
residents a private and cosy space for quiet
contemplation and reflective prayer within the church
which currently lacks heating!




Recording Cabinet

The recording cabinet was designed to enable
Jenny to pursue her passion of being a recording
artist and record producer. Providing all of the
necessary equipment, and able to be closed away
when not in use, the cabinet is the ultimate home
studio.

Jigsaw Table

A keen jigsaw puzzler, my neighbour John regularly
has a half completed puzzle out on the coffee table.
the jigsaw table provides space for puzzle storage,
while a lip around the perimeter prevents your puzzle
pieces from falling off the edge.




Paella Table

A large gas ring on this collapsable table provides
space for a huge paella dish. It can also be used for
large stews, biryani or any dish for a large meal of
friends and family. Designed by local resident Dan
Dyer.

Hornby-trainset Bed

Mike's passion for trainspotting inspired this
proposal for a hidden trainset. For those who lack
the luxury of a loft, garage or spare bedroom, storing
your trainset can be a problem. The train bed offers
a solution, allowing you to keep the trainset set-up
without marital tension. Just slide it away under the
ped at night.




Conspiracy Desk

Who shot JFK? Which world leaders are part of

the illuminati? Inspired by conspiratorial chat with
Richard, Dan designed the conspiracy desk to
provide a place to uncover the secrets of UFOs and
the moon landing under a shroud of privacy. With
ample display space for discovering intersecting
information and hidden patterns, and a hidden
chamber to keep you safe from nuclear attack or the
end of the world.
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DJ Sideboard

Dan is a closet DJ, that is he DJs for an audience
of 1 - himself at home. The DJ sideboard takes

a classic piece of living room furniture and re-
configures it with the necessary DJ equipment, with
space for speakers, records and turntables. Now
Dan can DJ at home to his heart content, all thanks
to an innocuous sideboard.




Film Dalek

The film dalek is inspired by Byker's lost cinemas,
there used to be 7 in total before they closed one
by one. Today there is no longer a local cinema. The
film dalek was conceived after impassioned chats
about films with Richard. Mobile, and hosting all

the equipment necessary to screen fims, the film
dalek can be wheeled around Byker to create a mini
cinema where ever it stops, just don't ask about the
stairs...

Rabbit Hutch

The rabbit hutch was designed for Jenny so she
could keep a house rabbit. Inspired by the balconies
on the Wall, the rabbit hutch comprises of two levels
with an openable lid to aid cleaning. Two years after
its construction, it was given to Rachel to keep
house rabbits in her flat.
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BMX/Skate Ramps

| first saw my neighbour Rob in a BMX film years
before | moved to Byker, so imagine my surprise
when | met him in our local corner shop shortly
after moving in. Inspired by his skills and a favourite
scene from Napoleon Dynamite, the ramps were
designed to enable residents to convert benches
into skate ramps. Causing the neighbours bother?
Just find another bench.
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Fishing Bench

Fishing is a popular past-time in Byker, with its
proximity to the Tyne, many an hour is spent with line
in the water. Designed by Dan, the fishing bench
offers a place of comfort from which to fish. Set-up
your rod, and settle in for a few hours, watch for the
bite.
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becoming the next Alan Shearer. The sports pitch
youthful exuberance by providing sports facilities in
appropriate public spaces. This version imagines

proposes embracing rather than stigmatising this
Priory Green as a multi-sports zone through the

There are a two multi-sports pitches in Byker,
but both have been relegated outside the wall.
As a result many young kids disregard official
‘No Ball Games'’ signs to pursue their passion of
simple additional of white pitch lines.

Outdoor Sports
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Byker Lives began as a way to celebrate the architectural heritage and
community life of the Grade II* listed Byker redevelopment in Newcastle,
through the creation of a community history archive.

Initiated by residents, supported by Northern Architecture and funded
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, we have gathered a wide range of material
about the history of the Byker area, from prior to the 1970s redevelopment,
through to the present day. Many of the photographs, oral histories and
artifacts contained in the archive have been donated by residents past
and present, and provide valuable insights into life in this unique part of
the city.

Material from this archive is being uploaded to our website, where it is
accessible to everyone. However, in addition to the material available on
the internet, we have copies of journal articles, architectural drawings and
films which we are unable to upload, but can be viewed on-site in Byker.

The archive offers a rich source of material for those interested in the
fascinating history of Byker and the recent housing development, whether
from personal or professional interest.

As well as reflecting on the past, we aim to use this valuable archive to
inspire ideas and inform debate about Byker's future.

As a part of the project we have produced a ‘Discovery Walk, which offers
residents and visitors an introduction to the history of the redevelopment
by way of a self-guided walking tour.

We are always keen to share our passion for Byker, so if youd like to learn
more, please feel free to contact us. We are also looking for new supporters
to help us manage and promote the archive, if you share our interest then
do getin touch:

Email:  bykerlives@gmail.com
Tel: 07515110968
Web:  www.bykerlives.com
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uncillor Mrs. Collins and Councillor
¥ Russell from some of the residents
of the Priory Green Area a meeting was
held at Raby Street School on Tuesday,
17th February, 1976 to discuse this
Stonehenglan Yonstrosity. As it was
described by some residents although
in a more proletarian form and the
remeval of the *high rise! swing poles
after a brief harangue it could hardly
be termed a discussion, a proposal
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2 by 8 majority of 18-4.
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Activities Archive i Research . Website i Walking Tours Gallery Consultation | Publications . Exhibitions Interviews
Gathering and recording Access to material for Uploading relevant material Guided tours around A small on-site gallery Providing insight into the Informal publications of Travelling exhibitions to be Conducting interviews
material from Byker's students and researchers. o www.bykerlives.com Byker as an introduction displaying a range of area for agencies and information on Byker to displayed around the city out in the estate to
past. Including photos, Linking with local to increase access to the to those interested in the material to support companies interested in promote its heritage and providing residents with gather residents storied
audio, film, artifacts and institutions to support archive information past and future of the conversations and interest the social and physical educate residents; more information on Byker, and memories of the
documents. research redevelopment qualities redevelopment.
- Walking tours

- Guides to the listing
- Ralph Erskine kids book
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MEN’S SHED

Affiliations

Locations

Activities

St Michael’s

Residents

St Michael’s Project

Construction of a semi-
permanent timber structure
to create a heated and lit
space within St Michaels
church.

| Public Space Maintenance

Joinery skills gained
through the St Michael's
project could be used

to build new pieces of
furniture in public spaces.

Joiner

Social Support

Building projects and
learning new skills provides
a way for men to mentor
and related to one another
sociably.

Avondale House

Construction Skills

Elements of the St
Michael’s project could be
constructed by residents to
teach building and joinery
skills

Byker Lives

Avondale House

Construction projects offer
a way for army veterans at
Avondale House to share
skills and engage with the
community.

Byker Community Trust

Local Workshop

A social enterprise
workshop, offering
access to training and
equipment to residents
for DIY projects, and small
enterprises, enabling
skills and routes into
employment

Under the Bridge Workshop

Playspaces

Playspaces within Byker's
public spaces could be
designed and constructed
by trained residents.



Under the Bridge

Workshop

Byker Community

Trust

TRAINING

Avondale House
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BCT Rapid ,
Response Team

i/ Joiner

PUBLIC SPACE
CONSTRUCTION
+ REPAIR

St Michael’s

Residents
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Hobby Agencies: Men’'s Shed

DIY PROJECTS

Byker Lives

CONSTRUCTING
PLAYSPACES

St Lawrence’s

Primary School



BYKER COMMUNITY GARDENS

Affiliations

Locations

Activities

Byker Community Gardens

Education

Engaging with the two
primary schools to educate
children on growing

plants and care for the
environment

Productive Growing

Growing fruit and
vegetables in the Byker
Gardens and around the
estate. Food grown can be
used for shared meals.

Horticultural Training

Training and teaching
new horticultural skills to
residents to help people
improve their gardens or
pursue employment.

Ouseburn Farm

YMCA Byker

Community Orchard

The south facing terraces
of Avondale Rise lend
themselves to a small
community orchard,
growing a range of fruit

Horticulturalist

Tending Public Spaces

Residents employed to
plant and maintain the
public spaces around
Byker, including planters,
beds and hedges.

Byker Community Trust

Community Meals

Shared meals between
residents developing
relationships and providing
the opportunity for new
social connections

i Cooking Lessons

Utilising fruit and veg grown
around the redevelopment
1o teach residents about
healthy eating and cooking,
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St Lawrence’s

Primary School

Storehouse

YMCA Byker



CINEMA CLUB

Byker Lives

Residents

¥

A

<

)

|
A I

! Films Outdoors

Cinema

Outdoor films and other

Use of a hobby room for a
regular cinema club offering

a space for residents to

meet and socialise.

material about Byker during
the summer months, using
the Byker Lives Film Dalek

Affiliations

Locations

Activities
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MAKING BYKER

An Ethical Reflection



Introduction

As outlined in the introductory chapter,
the methodology of the Ph.D pursued
a tactical and indeterminate approach
which, in the words of Tatjana
Schneider, ‘means starting out from
an open playing field and making a
case for not knowing, not assuming to
know what the outcome might be.

Beginning with my move to Byker

as a resident, the operations of

the research emerged out of my
engagement with the area, and in
particular concerns around the hobby
rooms, as such, the participants
that contributed to the research
were not pre-selected, but arose
from conversations and chance
encounters with other residents of
Byker and those involved in the area.
Furthermore, there was a variety of
engagement from residents in the
area, from passing conversations
that informed a line of enquiry, to six
residents who volunteered to have
their hobby practices surveyed and
recorded.

Due to the novel approach to the
intersection between research,
practice and everyday life that the
thesis explored, this short addendum
to the Ph.D thesis aims to outline the
steps that were taken towards ethical
considerations through the course

of the research, and to offer a critical
reflection that identifies key concemns
that can be taken into consideration
for future research that might follow a
similar approach.

The Ph.D methodology led to three
particular ethical considerations
within the production of the research:
issues of invitation and consent,

the transactional nature of research
relationships and the approach to
selecting participants in the study.



1. Research from ‘within’: Invitation, boundaries and consent

The practice of informed consent

is central to social research,! and
refers to the process of informing
participants and respondents of
their role within a research project,
and to securing their consent to this
involvement. Though not following its
particular methodology this section
suggests that my approach - in terms
of my relationship as researcher

to a particular community - shares
similarities to that adopted in action
research, where the researcher is
operating ‘within’ as a participant and

playing a specified role in the process.

This proximity reduces divisions
between the researcher and
participants who are invited to

be involved in the activities of the
research, making it difficult to draw
Clear distinctions regarding the
contributions of each. Particularly
within my own work, many of the
activities that informed and enabled
the research were not limited solely to
the research investigation, but were
also expressions of my engagement

1. Ransome, R., 2013. Ethics and Values in Social
Research. Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave
Macmillan. pg.33.

in Byker as a resident, socially and
through distinct projects. Though
these activities contributed to my
research, through a process of critical
reflection, and theorising within a
broader, it is not possible to clearly
distinguish the research boundaries
independent from these wider social
connections.

The process of asking co-residents
to contribute to the research, and
the desire to gain the informed
consent of these participant set
against the diffuse and varying
levels of participant contributions
was addressed by adopting distinct
approaches depending on the

level of engagement from different
contributors.

For low and level and incidental
engagement, such as passing
conversations - such as that with
Herbie Storey that was pivotal to
locating the hobby rooms early
on in the research - the research

subject was only mentioned if it
came up or felt pertinent, such as in
discussions about the hobby rooms
like the one with Herbie. Where these
engagements led to more formalised
activities - like the mapping of hobby
practices on the tablecloth - where
participants were asked to contribute,
these individuals were informed of the
aim of the activity within the context of
the research, but contributions were
anonymised -for example highlighting
only the type and location of hobby
activity pursued, but not further
information about the individual.

Where it was clear that my interaction
with residents would be incorporated
more substantially into the research |
undertook particular steps to outline
this contribution. In particular key
contribution of residents to the study
was the five hobbyists whose hobby
practices and the spaces that these
practices occupied | surveyed, with
the help of MA students Daniel Dyer
and Lam Tran. Initially | asked these

five residents whether they were
willing to have their hobby activities
observed and recorded, and then
held a longer conversation outlining
of the aims of the research and the
contribution of the surveys within
the context of the investigation

into the issues underpinning the
neglect and possible future use

of the hobby rooms across Byker.
This survey material, comprising of
measured drawings and short films,
was shown, and made available,

to them afterwards. All participants
of the research were also invited

to the final exhibition of the work

on display in Byker. It was also the
case for those directly involved, or
implicated, in project work, including
members of the congregation at St
Michael's church and staff at the
Byker Community Trust, who were
informed of my role as a researcher,
and the associated research agenda
that intersected with the projects at
key moments.



Where appropriate, permission

was secured for the incorporation

of photographs and other material
from the individuals to whom this
material pertained either at the time of
surveying or later on.

Though the research activities and
aims were clearly articulated to those
participating to a greater degree,
written consent for the use of their
contributions was not secured as

the work arose through relational
connections, building on social trust
and common concern, rather than an
officially formulated dataset. As such
the ‘informal contract? of a form was
felt to be unnecessary, howsver, on
reflection | would suggest that it would
not take away from the research were
this to be undertaken.

Finally, though the majority of my
engagement was with adults, the
brief involvement of local children

at certain points in the research

was facilitated through other local
organisations, firstly with Byker Lives,
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run by Northern Architecture, and
latterly through Byker Community
Gardens, overseen by Byker Aspire,
and in conjunction with St Lawrence’s
Primary, each of which had
safeguarding procedures in place to
protect both the children and myself.

Related to this issue of consent,

one of the questions underpinning
the presentation of my activities and
research reflections was whether

to anonymise the individuals,
participants and contributors to the
research. In this particular case, the
decision to record the names of
people and places was influenced
by my discovery of an extract of the
day-book that the architects kept

in the Byker office. The day-book
record was one of the clear, and early,
indications of the relational approach
pursued by Erskine and his team,
and represented a key way that

their situatedness augmented and
shifted their approach to architectural
practice. Those who were named

within the research were made
aware of the research interest that
intersected my residency in the area.

Though central to the presentation of
my own practice-based approach, |
would argue that this approach - of
naming key participants - may not
always be so integral to undertaking
research in a similar manner, and
the decision to anonymise of some
names would have to be taken
individually depending on the
context of the research. As such, it
should remain a consideration to be
addressed in the preparation of the
research approach.



2. Concerns around research being a one-way transaction - who benefits?

Another contribution, and ethical
consideration, provided by the
framework of action research, is the
role way in which outputs from the
research are shared with and owned
by participants in the process.®

This is also an ethical consideration
for community and participatory

art practice.* A distinct aspect of

my research, that can be seen

to distinguish it from some action
research approaches, was the focus
of the research on the contribution
of my own participation in Byker's
social life. Accordingly, to an extent
other residents could be considered
less as participants to the research
themselves, and more as co-
participants in local projects.

Accordingly, many of the project
based activities, including the
construction of hobby fumiture to

be used by particular residents

and groups, and my work with St
Michael's church, involved a two way
engagement where | offered my own

3. Stringer, E. T., 1999. Action Research. 2nd
ed. London; Sage Publications. pg.177.

4. Bishop, C., 2012. Artificial Hells:
Participatory Art and the Politics of
Spectatorship. London: Verso.

contributions through the research to
local residents. It could be suggested
then, that due to the productive nature
of creative practice research, and

its capacity to contribute a tangible
effect in the contexts in which it is
produced,® this particular approach
offers a clear way for research to
become a reciprocal exchange, rather
than a one-way transaction, giving
residents ownership and use of some
of the products of the research.

In the case of my work at St Michaels,
the research provided a series of
design proposals and drawings that
has served to support the ongoing
and incremental refurbishment of

the building, while the dining table
drawing was later re-configured as an
alter and donated to the congregation
for use within the reoccupied church
puilding. The transactional nature of
the research was also apparent in
the creation of the short films of the
hobbyists practices, particularly in the
case of Mick who said that the film

5. Rendell, J., 2004. Architectural Research and
Disciplinarity. Architectural Research Quarterly. 8(2),
pg. 142,

had made him ‘really proud of what
he did,’® and later uploaded it to his
website to promote the radio show.

This opportunity was also realised
particularly through my engagement
with the Byker Lives community
history project, as a volunteer. While
the project provided a framework for
engagement with residents, it also
offered a way to make the research
findings and practices available to
residents, and later to others thanks
to the creation of the online archive

- bykerlives.com. However it also
extended to other local groups,
including the Ouseburn Trust, St
Lawrence’s Primary School and
others. Out of my research, both
Creative and historical, | was also
able to participate in directing walking
tours of the redevelopment for visiting
academics as well interested locals.

Although my involvement was

theorised and articulated as research,
the activities and relationships that

6. Field Notes. No.1. Date: 31.05.2013

enabled the research investigation
stretched beyond a singular role
as research to become social
contributions more broadly.



3. The role of the researcher and relational practice in engaging participants

A final ethical consideration that
emerged in reflection on the particular
relational approach adopted in the
research, is the role of the position

- socially and geographically - of

the researcher to inform and effect
the make-up of the participants of
the survey. As previously noted,
participants, particularly those
involved in the hobby surveys, were
not pre-selected but typically engaged
in the project through incidental
conversations - chance discussions
or meetings during which the subject
of Byker or the hobby rooms arose

- and through my expanding social
connections with neighbours and
other residents. Some of these
participants were well known to me,
while others were introduced for the
purpose of the investigation. Closest
to home, as a fellow resident, my
wife’'s hobby practice was surveyed,
while | was put in touch with other
hobbyists in the area by other
residents as | discussed the hobby
project. A brief discussion with

Chloe when she visited the Byker
Lives shop revealed her interest

in jewellery making, while | was
introduced to Caroline, whose hobby
of dressmaking | also surveyed, by
Natalie after a separate conversation
about the hobby project.

There was also an element of self-
selection in this process, as residents
with an existing interest in hobbies or
the hobby rooms were often quick
to engage in conversation around
these issues, as was the case with
lan who uses a hobby room for bike
maintenance whom | met at a local
‘Dolice awareness’ day, or Yassen
who was participating in a workshop
about social enterprise and told

me about his interest in wet-plate
photography.

As a result of this relational
establishment of contributors, as
well as recognising the rich insights
that these contributions made to an
understanding of the hobby rooms

and their contemporary occupation,

it is also possible to identify certain
limitations on the extent to which

the class, gender and ethnicity of
participants reflects the wider social
context of the research. Accordingly,
the ethnic make-up of the hobbyists
that were surveyed are predominantly
white, and so do not reflect the
increasingly diverse ethnic make-up
of Byker, representatives of which
may be able to open up new and
complimentary insights into the
research subject - in this case the
ways in which members of other class
or ethnic backgrounds might interact
with the hobby rooms in Byker.

The process of selection was
contingent, letting me engage with
situated insights as | encountered
them through my position in Byker,
and enabling the participation of
individuals who would not have

been identified at the start of the
investigation. However, it is suggested
that this embedded approach could in

the future be complimented by other
means of participant engagement that
enabled the involvement of a more
diverse set of participants.

Action research is an inherently
reflective process,” formalised in a
cyclical action of planning, action,
reflection and revision.® As outlined
in Chapter 1, the methodology of
creative practice also draws heavily
on reflexivity to inform its actions and
to theorise the outcomes of these
outputs within a broader context.
Within creative practice methodology,
this process of reflection and action
may not be as clearly defined to the
same extent, however this summary
presents a reiteration of the ethical
responsibility of the embedded
researcher to maintain an ongoing
reflexivity with regards to the personal,
political and ethical implications

and outcomes of their involvement
with such a project, as well as the
representation of broader social
groups - particularly those who may
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be typically underrepresented or
overlooked - within the operation of
practice and research.

FIG.1. A visualisation of the design for
a new set of ‘legs’ for the dining table
to convert it into a new alter for St
Michael’s church.

Conclusion

The particular methodology that
emerged out of my engagement as a
resident in Byker, and the intersection
of these practices and the formation
of research project, has highlighted

a number of key and distinct ethical
considerations behind this approach
that should be addressed in pursuing
a similar methodology. In particular,
the mechanisms for the participation
of individuals and groups within this
research needs to be taken into
consideration to establish a balance
between formal and informal modes
of engagement within a project,
depending on the level of contribution.
In inviting the participation of others
within the context of research, it

is important to ensure that these
participants are aware of, and consent
to, their contribution to a research
project, and that the outcomes of
such a project are accessible.

The methodology adopted within
this creative practice thesis allowed
for the inclusion of information that

might be excluded from a more
formally organised study, such as
that arising from chance encounters
and through repeated engagements
with individuals who also became
friends through the process. In
addition, the research also reveals
how the transformational aspect of
creative practice approaches with its
many tangible outcomes is able to
establish a transactional approach
to research where both researcher
and participant can bensfit from an
engagement in a project, or series
of projects. Accordingly, | suggest
that the research contributes towards
understanding the particular value of
a situated approach to both practice
and research.
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